
OFFICIAL VISITORS GUIDE

THE ANNUAL MESA LIFE VISITORS GUIDE  
is the official publication of Visit Mesa.  
As the most-requested planning resource, 
this guide serves as the ultimate necessity 
for visitors ready to explore Mesa, Arizona.
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But it’s not just about what’s trending. This city 
serves up flavor at every level—from affordable 
comfort food that hits just right to breakfast spots 
that make getting up early totally worth it. You’ll find 
citrus groves and working farms just minutes from 
downtown, global eats tucked into every corner of 
the city, and a craft beverage scene that’s winning big 
(and pouring local).

Whether you're chasing farm-to-table freshness, 
international eats or just a classic stack of pancakes, 
Mesa serves it up with a little grit, a lot of flavor and 
the kind of hospitality that feels like home.

Mesa’s food scene is having a moment and the rest of the 
country is starting to notice. From local chefs making 
waves on national TV to our hometown diners landing on 
must-visit lists, Mesa’s culinary spotlight is long overdue.
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Beyond the city center, history lovers 
can follow the call of the Superstition 
Mountain Lost Dutchman Museum along 
the Apache Trail. This treasure trove of 
Old West artifacts and mining tales sits in 
the shadow of the legendary Superstition 
Mountains, where folklore and frontier spirit 
still linger in the desert air.

Creativity here doesn’t stop at the 
sidewalk. Mesa’s museums invite 
you to step inside and connect 
with the city’s creative and cultural 
heartbeat. The Mesa Arts Center, the 
Southwest’s largest arts and culture 
complex, houses theaters, studios 
and the Mesa Contemporary Arts 
Museum—where visitors can explore 
five dynamic galleries with free 
admission. It’s a playground for the 
imagination, with rotating exhibitions 
and immersive hands-on workshops.

Along Main Street, 30 vibrant murals splash color across brick walls while  
36 whimsical sculptures greet visitors on every corner. These works of art aren't 
just photo ops—they’re story portals, highlighting local legends, pop-art flair and 
tributes to Arizona’s roots, turning a simple stroll into a self-guided gallery walk.

W2ND Historic Inn feels like part 
of Downtown Mesa’s gallery walk. 
Just steps from Main Street murals, 
this restored inn blends heritage 
architecture with curated design. 
Each room is styled with artful detail, 
echoing the creative pulse outside its 
doors. For travelers chasing culture,  
it’s not just a stay—it’s another canvas 
in Mesa’s living arts scene.*

Just a block away off Main Street, the Arizona Museum of Natural History 
roars with life. Kids (and kids at heart) can wander through dinosaur hallways, 
explore ancient Hohokam canals and even pan for gold.

Also within a block of Main Street, the idea Museum sparks creativity with 
interactive exhibits designed to engage young minds in art, science and 
design—perfect for a family day in the city’s cultural core.

Mesa’s love for storytelling continues  
at the Mesa Historical Museum, where  
exhibits span local citrus-farming roots,  
the whimsical world of Karen Kuykendall 
and her famed “Cat People” and Mesa’s 
proud Spring Training baseball legacy.

CREATIVE SOUL ON DISPLAY 
MESA'S WORLD-CLASS MUSEUMS AND MURALS 

If streets could talk, Downtown Mesa would be singing. 

Whether you’re wandering a sculpture-lined 
sidewalk or exploring centuries through 
curated collections, Mesa invites you to 
see the world through a more colorful lens. 
It’s not just a place to view art—it's a place 
to feel it, to interact with it, and to maybe 
even be inspired to create your own.

*Sponsored Content

For aviation enthusiasts, the 
Arizona Commemorative Air Force 
Museum takes history to the skies 
with an extensive collection of 
restored military aircraft. Visitors 
can walk beneath the wings of 
World War II bombers and fighters, 
examine artifacts and exhibits 
that detail aviation history, and 
learn about the men and women 
who served in the air. For those 
seeking a hands-on experience, 
the museum also offers flights in 
select vintage warbirds.*
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Trips to Mesa are up! Visitation 
increased to 4.4 million and  
visitor spending grew 5.4%  
to $748.6 million in 2024.

T H E  P O W E R  O F 

travel

*IDSS (CRM), Google Analytics, Placer.ai (Personalive)
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SPEND CATEGORIES

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF OVERNIGHT MESA VISITORS
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TARGETED PRINT & 
DIGITAL DISTRIBUTION

Between gold rush towns, wild animal encounters 
and star-filled skies, Mesa delivers big on family 
memories. Here’s how to pack maximum fun into one 
unforgettable weekend.

THE ULTIMATE FAMILY  
ADVENTURE WEEKEND 
TWO DAYS. ENDLESS ADVENTURE. 

DAY 1

Kick off your Wild West adventure with one of 
Arizona’s most scenic drives: Historic Highway 88, 
better known as the Apache Trail. Begin at the 
Superstition Mountain Lost Dutchman Museum, where 
artifacts and exhibits bring the legends of the Lost 
Dutchman to life.

Just up the road, wander the Goldfield Ghost Town, an 
1890s mining camp revived with creaking boardwalks, 
gold panning and Old West charm. Continue twisting 
through canyon walls until you reach Canyon Lake, 
where the Dolly Steamboat offers a tranquil cruise 
framed by desert cliffs and saguaro-studded slopes.

The road leads naturally to Tortilla Flat (population 
six—yes, really), where you can grab lunch in Arizona’s 
quirkiest little town and top it off with a cone of the 
saloon’s famous prickly pear ice cream.

Back in Mesa, make dinner a memory at Organ Stop 
Pizza. This local favorite combines hearty pies with 
the music of the world’s largest Wurlitzer pipe organ, 
filling the dining room with everything from iconic 
movie themes to toe-tapping classics.

End the evening at Usery Mountain Regional 
Park. Away from city lights, a guided stargazing 
session reveals constellations, planets and, if 
you’re lucky, a shooting star, the perfect finale  
to a day of desert discovery.

ROAD TRIP  
ON THE  
APACHE TRAIL

DINNER AND  
A SHOW

UNDER THE 
STARS

DAY 2

Start your day at the Phoenix Zoo, one of the nation’s 
largest nonprofit zoos and home to more than 3,000 
animals across 125 acres. Stroll the lush Tropics Trail 
where monkeys swing overhead, stop at the giraffe 
deck for an unforgettable face-to-face, and wander 
the Arizona Trail to meet native wildlife like mountain 
lions and bobcats. Kids can splash and play at the 
Yakulla Caverns water zone, hop aboard the Safari 
Cruiser for a guided ride or brush goats at Harmony 
Farm. With immersive habitats, hands-on experiences 
and a mission rooted in conservation, the Phoenix 
Zoo blends education and adventure in ways that 
make every visit feel like a journey across the globe.*

Refuel in the middle of Downtown Mesa at 
Worth Takeaway, a local favorite known for 
hearty, scratch-made sandwiches. Their fried 
chicken sandwich is legendary, while their 
rotating specials keep things exciting.

After lunch, choose your own adventure: dig into 
dinosaurs and pan for gold at the Arizona Museum  
of Natural History, or spark creativity across the 
street at the idea Museum. Don’t miss a stop at 
Outcast Doughnuts, where whimsical creations 
piled high with unexpected toppings will help you 
end the afternoon on a sweet note.

Wrap up the weekend at Saguaro Lake Guest Ranch. 
Beneath the towering Bulldog Cliffs, families can 
gather for cowboy barbecue, live music and a sunset 
that paints the sky in desert hues; a fitting close to 
two days of Mesa adventures.

A WILD  
MORNING  
AT THE  
PHOENIX ZOO

LUNCH IN 
DOWNTOWN 
MESA

AFTERNOON 
INDOORS

COWBOY DINNER 
FINALE
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*Sponsored Content
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VISIT MESA CITY LIMITLESS® // 1312

DISTRIBUTION CHANNELS
Guides are available at:

• Mesa Gateway Airport
• Falcon Field Airport
• Phoenix Sky Harbor
• Mesa Hotels + Short Term Rentals
• Arizona + Target Market Visitor Centers

Guides are distributed across the country via 
targeted partnerships and tourism networks.

The official Mesa Life Visitors Guide has 
highly effective and strategic distribution 
channels, with immediate digital access 
while on-the-go.
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TELL YOUR STORY ALONGSIDE OURS

Sponsored Content gives your brand a 

natural place within the stories readers 

are already exploring. Designed to blend 

seamlessly into the editorial experience, 

these placements offer premium visibility, 

engaging storytelling and a trusted 

connection to our audience.

30,000
GUIDES DISTRIBUTED

820 K
ANNUAL WEBSITE VISITS

1.4 M
PAGE VIEWS

TOP FEEDER STATES  
FOR OVERNIGHT VISITORS
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SPONSORED ITINERARY  
Be part of curated travel experiences and 
inspire readers as they plan their visit.

PREMIUM  
Includes image placement and up to 100  
words of custom copy within an itinerary stop.

BASIC  
Includes up to 50 words of custom copy  
within an itinerary stop.

SPONSORED STORY  
Receive exclusive placement within  
a dedicated editorial topic with up to  
50 words of custom copy.

SPONSORED EVENT 
Highlight your event within the Events 
Calendar with featured image placement  
and event recognition.



VISITORS GUIDE ADVERTISING RATES

VISITORS GUIDE ADDED VALUE

SPACE RESERVATIONS
 Diva Tolosa

Director, Destination Experience 

 diva@visitmesa.com 

O: 480.682.3660

1 N. Macdonald Suite 212, Mesa, AZ 85201

SIGN UP NOW! SPACE IS LIMITED

2027 OFFICIAL
VISITORS GUIDE

ADVERTISING RATES

SPACE DEADLINE: 
August 11, 2026

POSITION TYPE SIZE RATE WIDTH X HEIGHT

Premium Back Cover $5,250 8.375”W x 10.875”H

Premium Inside Cover/ 
Inside Back Cover $4,650 8.375”W x 10.875”H

Standard Full Page $4,150 8.375”W x 10.875”H

Standard Half Page (Horizontal) $3,100 7.375”W x 4.8125”H

Standard Sponsored Itinerary 
(Premium) $1,500 Advertiser to supply assets for  

Visit Mesa to write and design

Standard Sponsored Itinerary 
(Basic) $1,000 Advertiser to supply assets for  

Visit Mesa to write and design

Standard Sponsored Story $1,250 Advertiser to supply assets for  
Visit Mesa to write and design

Standard Sponsored Event $1,500 Advertiser to supply assets for  
Visit Mesa to write and design

All full page ads/covers need .125” bleed on all four sides.
Required file format: Print-ready PDF at 300 dpi.

WEBSITE

• �Ads can be viewed when the online guide is 
opened or downloaded. Digital links to the 
advertiser’s website listing on VisitMesa.com 
are provided, giving the reader the option to 
visit the advertiser’s site directly or contact 
the advertiser by email.

ADDITIONAL ONLINE EXPOSURE

• �Advertisers will receive a website listing on 		
VisitMesa.com. Listings are also accessed 		
on the digital concierge kiosk located at the 	
Mesa Visitors Center in Downtown Mesa.

EDITORIAL & PHOTOGRAPHY

• �Whenever appropriate, every effort is made to 
include information on advertisers through the 
use of editorial and photography.

All advertising artwork is subject to Terms and Conditions 
per the signed form.
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MATERIALS DEADLINE: 
August 25, 2026

PUBLISH: 
January 2027


